THE COLORADO BOARD OF VETERANS AFFAIRS

STATE OF COLORADO VETERANS TRUST FUND POLICY

1.  General

A. Purpose:  The purpose of this policy is to provide guidelines for the submission, approval and awarding of grants from the Colorado Veterans Trust Fund (VTF).  This policy is designed to assist all eligible perspective grantees in the grant process.  The VTF grant program is designed to assist all United States veterans in Colorado regardless of race, color, national origin, religion, marital status or disability.  

B. Eligibility:  Under the provisions of CRS 28-5-709, moneys in the trust fund shall be used for:  



(1). Capital improvement or needed amenities for existing or future state 
veterans nursing homes. 



(2). Costs incurred by the legislative oversight committee and the state and 
veterans nursing home commission….



(3). Costs incurred by existing or future state veterans cemeteries.



(4). Costs incurred by the Division (of Veterans Affairs).



(5). Veterans Programs operated by nonprofit veterans organizations that meet 
the criteria adopted by the board and that are selected by the board as grant 
recipients.


C. Nonprofit Veterans Organizations:   Nonprofit veteran's organizations must be an organization nationally recognized by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs as an organization that can provide services to veterans under Title 38, USC.


D. Criteria:  The Colorado Board of Veterans Affairs (BVA) criteria for veterans programs operated by nonprofit veteran's organizations located within the State of Colorado are programs that provide assistance to the needs of veterans for their health and well being.  Examples of such programs are operation of homeless shelters, assistance to homeless and incarcerated veterans, homeless veteran's stand-downs, veteran's transportation programs to medical centers and/or clinics, veteran's employment training programs and job related services.   Multi-year applications may be considered only if the grantee can clearly demonstrate the program is supported by the community, has viability, visibility, and proven veteran advocacy.  Priority of funding will be based upon established need and indicated service to the veteran population.  Memorials, club renovations, honor guards and tributes to veterans are not included in the VTF grant program.  Programs must include the general veteran population and cannot be limited to members of specific veteran organizations such as the American Legion, Veterans of Foreign Wars or Disabled American Veterans.

2. Application: Submission:  In order to be considered for a grant from the VTF the requesting organization must submit the following to:

Colorado Department of Military and Veterans Affairs

ATTN:  Grant Administrator

6848 South Revere Parkway

Centennial, Colorado 80112


A. An original of the grant application (a blank copy and sample application is provided under "Veterans Trust Fund Information").


NOTE:  If a request is for a vehicle, capital construction project or piece of equipment which exceeds $5,000 then an approved bid sheet must accompany the grant request.   


B. A complete budget narrative indicating how the grant funds are to be expended (a sample budget narrative is provided under "Veterans Trust Fund Information"). This narrative will only include funds requested by the grantee from the Veterans Trust Fund.

C. No additional documents will accompany the Grant Application; if further explanation is required a one page continuation sheet to the grant application is authorized. 


D. If any of the items mentioned in 2.A. or 2.B. are not included with the grant application the application will not be considered.

3.  Review Procedures:  Upon receipt of the completed grant application BVA representatives will perform initial screening of the applications to ensure eligibility and completeness.  Ineligible and incomplete applications will be returned to the applicant.  Eligible and complete applications will be forwarded to the Trust Fund Review Committee for further review.  The review committee will then submit its recommendations to the BVA for final approval or disapproval.

4.  Administrative Procedures and Schedule


A. Grant applications will be accepted no earlier than 1 December of the budget cycle, but must be received not later than the close of business on 1 March of each budget cycle.


B. Eligible and properly submitted grants are forwarded to the review committee around the first of April for their review. 


C. The review committee submits copies of the grant requests and their recommendations to the BVA at their monthly April meeting.


D. The BVA will review all grants and recommendations from the review committee and award grants during their monthly May meeting.


E. A majority vote by the BVA is required to fund a grant.


F. Successful grantees will be notified with an award letter which is accompanied by a contract between the Colorado Department of Military and Veterans Affairs and grantee.  Unsuccessful applicants will be notified by letter.


G. Once the contracts are signed by the grantee and appropriate state agencies, funds will be available for disbursal after 1 July.  No funds will be disbursed until the contract has been approved and completed.


H. Funds may be advanced providing the grantee submits, in writing, a request that clearly justifies the need for any advanced payment.  


I. Requests for additional advance funding will not be considered and disbursed until the original amount, or a portion thereof, have been shown to have been expended.


J.  Funds will be reimbursed to those grantees who have expended their organizational funds for grant purposes.


K  Acceptable proof of expenditures are copies of cancelled checks, check numbers and what they were for, paid receipts and bill-of-sale.

5.  Reporting:  Each grantee is required to submit a quarterly status report and a final close-out report to the grant administrator as required under the provisions of the contract.  The final report must include the totals of the previous quarterly reports. 

6. Veteran Community Involvement:  The veteran community is encouraged to participate in the BVA meetings which are normally held on the second Wednesday of each month a 10:00 a.m.  Any questions regarding the location should be directed to the Director of the Division of Veterans Affairs at (303) 894-7404.
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